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NW REGIONAL QUALIFIER LEAGUE U14 & U16
RULES & REGULATIONS
 2023-2024
ORGANISATION AND ADMINISTRATION

The Lancashire Regional Qualifier League (LRQL) shall be governed and managed by Lancashire County Netball Academy. 
PLAYING QUALIFICATIONS AND ELIGIBILITY 

Entry to the LRQL is for teams which are affiliated to England Netball and Lancashire County Netball Academy. 
The fee will be £15. There will be a further fee to the NW for the teams that qualify.
	Payment by BACS and to include the following Ref:-


Your Club name x number of teams entered.
e.g. Panthers x 2


	BACS DETAILS
40-37-25  82634635

	Payment queries to LCNA Treasurer - Bonnie Montgomery - bonnie_fnl@hotmail.com


By entering a team in the LRQL, clubs/teams agree that:

· They will abide by these rules and regulations

· They are able and willing to fulfil the costs and commitments of participation in the LRQL

· In order to qualify to participate in the LRQL, a player shall be in membership of England Netball as a Registered Participant via one of the following qualifications:

· Through affiliation to a club and Lancashire County Netball Academy
· Clubs/players must be able to produce current EN ID at fixtures
· All players must have their membership lodged with the England Netball Head Office, and their subscription paid, prior to their participation in the LRQL.

All players must be over 12 at midnight on 31 August/1 September to qualify for the under 14’s.
REGISTRATION OF SQUAD MEMBERS AND UMPIRES 

Squad sheets for each participating team must be completed fully for each player and lodged with the Lancashire Competition Officer (LCO) at janesnetball4all@gmail.com
Teams may only use those players whose names appear on their squad registration list held by the LCO. 

PENALTY – 2 POINTS DEDUCTED FROM ANY TEAM USING AN UNREGISTERED PLAYER (PER PLAYER)

Any additions to the squad sheets must be lodged with the LCO at least TWO days prior to playing the fixture (via email to janesnetball4all@gmail.com).

Once a player has been named on any regional junior league squad sheet (U14 or U16) and has taken the court (no matter how short the time period), she cannot transfer to play for another team or club within the LRQL during the course of the qualifying round.
Each team may declare up to twelve (12) players prior to the start of each match by completing a team sheet/result card.

A club must ensure that all umpires they utilise within the LRQL are suitably qualified and a minimum of a C Award. 
STRUCTURE OF THE LEAGUE

Teams will be awarded league points as follows:
· 5 points for a win
· 3 points for a draw
· 2 points if within 5 goals of the winners’ score – i.e. 50-46 = 2 points, 50-45 = 1 point
· 1 point for more than 50 per cent of the winners’ score
· 0 points for a loss
A LRQL table will be compiled on the basis of the points awarded to each team. Where two teams are level on points:

· Goal average shall be used to determine their relative positions, i.e., the team with the higher average score over the course of the season shall take precedence

· In the event that goal average does not differentiate between the teams, then goal difference shall be applied, i.e., precedence shall be given to the team with the greater difference between goals scored and goals conceded

· In the event that goal difference does not differentiate between the teams, then the team with the greatest number of goals scored shall take precedence

· Where one of the teams has its goal average, goal difference or total number of goals scored affected by cancellations, then the goals scored by and against defaulting team(s) shall be omitted from the calculations. For example, in the event that one team received 5 points for a cancelled fixture, then the goals scored by the other team against the offending team will not be included when its goal average or goal difference is calculated

The top two teams in the U16 LRQL will qualify for entry to the NW Regional League.

The top two teams in the U14 LRQL will qualify for entry to the NW Regional League.

FIXTURES

All matches will be played on an indoor court with adequate surrounds and ancillary facilities for approximately 30 participants. 

The home team is responsible for arranging the venue and for the cost of this.
The home team must provide their opponents with confirmation in writing of the fixture, its start time, and travel directions (including a map) fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the fixture.
Matches can be played at times convenient to both teams on any day of the week.

The start time of each match will be mutually agreed between the teams.
The away team will be responsible for arranging its own travel and for the costs of this and should allow sufficient travelling time to cover any unexpected delays. Any team which fails to arrive within 30 minutes after the agreed start time will forfeit the match and the non-offending team will be awarded the points as winners by default. 

No team may postpone or cancel a fixture without the agreement of the LCO. Matches which are postponed due to extreme and unforeseen circumstances, e.g., flash flood, heavy snowfall, must be played before the next scheduled fixture date unless otherwise agreed by the LCO.
If a team cancels a match:

· The non-offending team will be awarded five (5) league points for the match, and the team which cancels will have two (2) league points deducted from their total

· The team which cancels may be liable to pay any costs which the non-offending team has incurred, subject to the determination of the LCO.
If a fixture is postponed or cancelled, it is the responsibility of the home team to ensure that the LCO and both umpires are informed immediately the postponement or cancellation is known.

In the event that a match which are abandoned for any reason, e.g., because of serious injury, the result of that match will be determined by the LCO having regard to the score at the time at which play was suspended.
MATCH REGULATIONS
All games shall be played to the World Netball Rules of the Game currently in force in England at the time, except where specific regulations may apply.

All U14 matches shall be four quarters of 10 minutes each. Intervals of 2 mins at quarter times, 5 mins at half time.
All U16 matches shall be four quarters of 12 minutes each. Intervals of 2 mins at quarter times, 5 mins at half time.
UMPIRES & SCORERS

Umpires must hold a current Netball Europe Umpire ‘C’ Award or above.
In the event that an umpire fails to arrive, or is injured or taken ill during a match, the following procedure will be applied:

· If another umpire [of the equivalent standard] is available then she/he will umpire the match

· Failing that, the next best-qualified umpire should be used

· LCO must be informed immediately after the match. 

Scorers will be required for all fixtures who are able to complete the score and results sheets. Each team must provide a competent scorer who is experienced as a match bench official.
Each team should ideally provide a timekeeper for each match played. Failing this, it will be the responsibility of the home team to provide a timekeeper, who will be responsible for timing the match.

REGISTRATION OF RESULTS
The home team is responsible for ensuring the completion of an Official England Netball Results sheet, with both teams entering their squad names prior to the start of the match.

The official result sheet must be checked by scorers and signed by both captains and umpires. The home team must email a to janesnetball4all@gmail.com within 4 working days of the match. 
Please put the name of the game and date in the subject matter of your email starting with the competition eg U14 Blackpool v Capricorn 11/10/22.
The winning team MUST text the score via Whatsapp to 07795 257837 on the same day as the match.
QUERIES, COMPLAINTS & APPEALS 
To be emailed to Lancashire County Netball Academy Chair Anne Wignall at:-Lancashirenetballchair@outlook.com
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISOS

All clubs will be held responsible for the behaviour of their players, officials and spectators.

It’s the responsibility of each team to provide adequate first aid cover for its player and officials, which shall also be made available to the match officials on request. A primary carer must be named on the results sheet and sit on the bench during the game.
COMPETITION FORMAT 
County associations will provide the NW Regional League with 2 club names per age group (U14 and U16). Any places not taken will be offered to any NW club.
Each age group will play a round robin competition with the top 2 qualifying for the NW Regional League.
REGIONAL DATES

Sept to December – County Qualifying League

14th January 2024 – Junior NW Qualifying Tournament for placings in Prem or Champs

7th April 2024 - Junior NW Qualifying Tournament for National

28th April 2024 – National U16 Tournament

26th May 2024 – National U14 Tournament
